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Georgia. In 2006, Rev. Wheeler relocated
back to New York and was consecrated and
elevated to the office of Ordained Traveling
Elder in the New York-Washington Annual
Conference of the Christian Methodist Epis-
copal Church under the auspices of Senior
Bishop Thomas L. Hoyt, Jr., Presiding Prelate.

After 20 years away from home, in July of
2011 Reverend Wheeler returned home to Mt.
Vernon, NY to pastor where he grew up, wor-
shipped with his family, and began in ministry,
at Mount Calvary Christian Methodist Epis-
copal Church. Reverend Wheeler also began
serving as the Director of the New York-New
England Ministry to Men. Reverend Wheeler
has served in a multitude of capacities within
the ministry, including: Staff Ministerial Coordi-
nator accountable for 13 staff ministers, Pastor
of Praise & Worship and Ministerial Liaison for
the Music Department, Singles Ministry and
Family Enrichment Ministry. He has also trav-
eled extensively abroad to conduct Preaching
Revivals & Gospel Music Workshops in Olso,
Norway, Stockholm, Sweden, Brighton and
London, England, South Africa, and Tokyo,
Japan.

A scholar, Reverend Wheeler earned his
Masters of Religious Studies from Yale Uni-
versity, in New Haven and his Masters of The-
ology Degree and Doctorate of Divinity Degree
from the Hugee Theological Institute/Light-
house Seminary New York, NY. In December
2013, The Abundant Life Theological Semi-
nary conferred a second Doctorate of Divinity
Degree upon Reverend Wheeler.

This year, Mt. Calvary C.M.E. is holding a
luncheon in Reverend Wheeler's honor cele-
brating his years as Pastor. Congratulations to
Reverend Wheeler on this great honor.

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for
votes on Monday, November 16, 2015. Had |
been present, | would have voted “nay” on roll
call vote 626, “nay” on roll call vote 627,
“yea” on roll call vote 628, and “yea” on roll
call vote 629.

———————

HONORING MAYOR OF HARLINGEN,
TEXAS CHRIS BOSWELL ON RE-
CEIVING THE DISTINGUISHED
CITIZEN AWARD

HON. FILEMON VELA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Harlingen, Texas Mayor Chris Boswell
who has been awarded the Distinguished Cit-
izen Award by the Rio Grande Council of the
Boy Scouts of America.

Each year the Boy Scouts of America rec-
ognize a noteworthy and extraordinary leader
in the Rio Grande Valley community. The
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award is presented to an individual in honor of
their service to the community, and honorees
are recognized for their efforts to inspire
young people to be leaders.

Chris Boswell was first elected Mayor of
Harlingen in May 2007 and was re-elected in
2010 and 2013. Prior to being Mayor, he
served twice as president of the Lower Rio
Grande Valley Development Council. He was
also president of the Cameron County Bar As-
sociation.

Mayor Boswell served 10 years as a
Cubmaster and 7 years as an Assistant Scout-
master. His leadership culminated in his serv-
ing as president of the Rio Grande Council
and later as President of Area 2 which gov-
emns 11 scout councils in Texas and Lou-
isiana.

Harlingen and the entire Rio Grande Valley
have benefitted greatly from his leadership, vi-
sion and expertise, and | rise today to con-
gratulate Mayor Chris Boswell on this well-de-
served honor.

———

IN HONOR OF COY THOMPSON’S
PURPLE HEART PINNING CERE-
MONY

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the Purple Heart pinning cere-
mony for United States Army Sergeant Coy
Thompson of North Carolina’s 8th Congres-
sional District. It is an honor to extend these
remarks today and to thank Sergeant Thomp-
son for his brave and selfless service to our
nation.

Sergeant Thompson served in the United
States Army during the Vietnam War with
honor and distinction through his support of
ground forces during aerial missions. During
the Tet Offensive, Sergeant Thompson was
wounded in the line of duty after being hit with
fragments of shrapnel from a near-by explo-
sion. After returning to the United States, Ser-
geant Thompson was awarded with the Air
Medal for his actions in support of operations
against the enemy. Later, Sergeant Thompson
was awarded the Bronze and Silver Stars, as
well as the Purple Heart.

On Sunday, November 8, 2015, a special
ceremony was held at the Enochville Church
of God in Kannapolis, North Carolina to cele-
brate Sergeant Thompson and recognize him
for his valor and service to our nation. Ser-
geant Thompson was surrounded by family
and friends who gathered to witness this spe-
cial ceremony in which he was pinned with his
many medals. Fellow service members were
also present and told stories of Sergeant
Thompson’s courage and love for our country.

I am overjoyed that the Marine Corps
League of Cabarrus County and his commu-
nity recognized Sergeant Thompson for his
valiant actions during the Vietnam War. The
men and women in uniform who have an-
swered the call to defend our nation represent
the best our country has to offer and they de-
serve our continued admiration. Events like
this special ceremony serve as a reminder
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that we must never take their service and sac-
rifice for granted, and that we as a nation
must continually find ways to recognize these
heroic patriots for their unparalleled dedication
to our freedom.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in once
again commemorating this very special occa-
sion, and to thank United States Army Ser-
geant Coy Thompson for his service and dedi-
cation to our country.

—————

WORLD DAY OF ROAD SAFETY
REMEMBRANCE

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
recognition of the 20th Anniversary of the
World Day of Road Safety Remembrance.

Despite greater awareness of the dangers
associated with traveling on the world’s roads
today and improvements in road safety, more
than a million people die each year as a result
of road crashes. These crashes remain the
single greatest cause of death for healthy
Americans abroad. In the U.S., more than
30,000 die in crashes, while more than 2 mil-
lion are injured annually.

The good news is that the number of road
deaths is stabilizing even though the number
of motor vehicles worldwide has increased.
According to the World Health Organization, in
the last three years, 79 countries have seen a
decrease in the absolute number of traffic fa-
talities.

The bad news is that road users around the
world are unequally protected. The risk of
dying in a road traffic crash still depends, in
great part, on where people live and how they
move around. A big gap still separates high in-
come countries from low and middle income
ones where 90% of road traffic deaths occur
in spite of having just 54% of the world’s vehi-
cles. Europe has the lowest death rates per
capita. Africa has the highest.

Though road safety strategies are saving
lives, the pace of change is too slow. More
countries are acting on road safety, but further
action is required. In its recent report “Improv-
ing Global Road Safety,” WHO has called for
all new roads to be constructed to at least a
3 Star safety standard, using the International
Road Assessment Program methodology. Ini-
tiatives will be presented this week among
government officials, NGOs and international
organizations during the 2nd Global Ministerial
Conference on Road Safety in Brasilia, which
coincides with the 20th anniversary of observ-
ing the World Day of Remembrance. Among
the groups in attendance will be the Associa-
tion for Safe International Road Travel. Since
its founding, ASIRT has been a leading and
powerful advocate in support of global road
safety.

On this World Day of Remembrance, we are
reminded of how much progress has been
made regarding road safety and how far we
still need to go. | encourage my colleagues
and the public to reflect on the importance of
the task that lies ahead and to commit them-
selves to the work of preventing the needless
deaths caused by road crashes.
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